Bridge St. United Church
2011 ADVENT/CHRISTMAS BANNER
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ADVENT COMMUNION WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday, Nov. 27, 9:00 a.m. (Chapel)
Sunday, Nov. 27, 10:30 a.m. (Sanctuary)

ADVENT NOON-HOUR RECITALS IN THE SANCTUARY
Thursdays - Dec. 1,8 & 15, 12:15 - 12:45 p.m.

UNITED CHURCH WOMEN CHRISTMAS MEETING
Thursday, Dec. 1, 2:00 p.m.

CZECH BOYS’ CHOIR -“]JOY TO THE WORLD”
Friday, Dec. 2, 8 p.m.

SPECIAL COVENANTING SERVICES ACKNOWLEDGING MINISTRY WITHIN OUR CHURCH
Director of Music, Terry Head - Sunday, Dec. 4 during Worship Service
Minister of Visitation, The Rev. Victoria A. Fulcher - Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m.

CHRISTMAS ADVENT-URES FOR KIDS
Saturday, December 10, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WHITE GIFT WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, December 11, 10:30 a.m.

CHRISTMAS CANTATA & MUSICAL PRESENTATION - “Our Journey Back to Bethlehem”
Sunday, December 11, 7:00 p.m.

POINSETTIA DELIVERY TO OUR “SPECIAL FRIENDS”
Wednesday, December 14, 9:30 a.m.

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR ONE AND ALL
Sunday, December 18 following Worship Service

“WHITE GIFT” - CHRISTMAS HAMPER DELIVERIES
Tuesday, Dec. 20, morning

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES
Christmas Eve - 7:00 and 10:30 p.m.
Christmas Day - 10:30 a.m.
-~ WE INVITE YOU TO ANY AND ALL OF THESE CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES --



A Christmas Message from Rev. Dr. Bill Smith, Lead Minister

Dear Friends:

This week, one of my neighbours lit up their home with coloured lights,
complete with an inflatable Santa on the front lawn. While, at time writing, no snow
lay on the ground, the lights are a clear sign that Christmas is just around the
corner. Check out the Shopping Centres, the Santa Claus Parades, and the television
advertisements. Yes, ready or not, here it comes!

Ready or not ... how we get ready for Christmas is as much about mindset as
it is about planning and shopping and hanging coloured lights. And the first part of
readiness is the decision about how we are going to usher in and celebrate
Christmas this year. There has been an interesting debate going on in church
circles around Christmas 2011. You see, Christmas day, December 25, falls on a
Sunday. Imagine, with our two Christmas Eve services, that means three services in
less than 15 hours. That is enough to send shivers up the spine of even the most
regular churchgoer. Some have even suggested that we should cancel the Sunday
service. After all, we would not want Jesus to get in the way of Christmas ... or
would we? In answer to this, two of our neighbouring churches, St. Matthew’s &
College Hill, will be coming to “our house” this Christmas with a joint worship
service at 10:30 a.m. Then, in turn, we will be going to one of theirs on New Year’s
Day (stay tuned for location). Isn’t that what families do in the holiday season?
They come together to celebrate the gift of family and the gift of community, as we
hold up that precious gift from God. Many families have Christmas traditions,
wonderful celebrations held year after year. Some will be travelling to the homes of
family and friends, while others will serve as hosts. These celebrations are
important and highly anticipated each year. But, if you are able, this year, | invite
you to share in a “new tradition”; the Christmas morning tradition; the “bring your
favourite present to Church” tradition; the “Jesus in the Manger rather than under
the tree” tradition. It doesn’t happen very often (2016, 2022, 2033, 2039, 2044
and 2050), but when it does, it reminds us of what this “festive holiday” is all about
... for unto us is born this day, a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.

| invite you to read this Banner and take part in all the celebrations -- from
Advent Communion to Christmas Adventures and White Gift; from Organ Recitals
and a wonderful Christmas Cantata to our Congregational Christmas Party, and then
turn to the Holy Night, to the Carols at 7 p.m. and the cup and bread at 10:30 p.m.,
and then, if you are able, double-dip in worship on Christmas day with our friends
from College Hill and St. Matthew’s, For isn’t this really what it’s all about?!

See you with your favourite present on Christmas day.

Bl
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Christmas Thoughts from Rev. Vicki Fulcher, Minister of Visitation

Dear Friends,

“Lead me back to Bethlehem, let me stay awhile. | want to feel the holy peace
as Mary holds her child. | want to feel the peace again...” Such are the poignant
words found in the third song in the Christmas Cantata. “Lead me back to
Bethlehem ... | want to see the star again”.

The Christmas rush is on, the parking lot at the Mall is full to overflowing,
shoppers hurry from store to store to find “just the right gift”, Christmas parties are
planned and songs of the season, with their many variations, hang in the festive air.
And yet, amidst our white-knuckled, furrow-faced Christmas busy-ness, we realize
deep within us that there is a profound longing for God’s gifts of mercy and light,
peace and joy, grace upon grace.

This, then, is our Advent prayer: Oh God of miracles of the ordinary, lead us
back to Bethlehem, that we might hear the story again for the first time. Open us
to the songs of angels in the thumping of traffic, in the rustle of shoppers, the
morning star canopy of pre-dawn silence, in the hum of hope, the wail of longing
within us, in our own souls’ throb toward goodness. Lead us back to Bethlehem that
we may be born anew ourselves into the ‘don’t be afraid’ fullness of your image, in

the fullness of your time. Amen (Adapted
from Ted Loder)

May the warm mantle of the One Great Love warm you and those you love
this Advent season and always.

Vicki

An Evening of Music at Bridge Street Church
“Lead Me Back to Bethlehem”

Carol Singing * Handbell Ringing *Christmas Cantata
Featuring the Bridge St. Senior Choir, Bridge St. Ringers,
Bronze Reflections Handbell Quintet and Double Bronze Handbell Duo
Sunday, December 11 at 7 p.m.

Freewill Offering * Refreshments Following
Everyone is Invited to Attend



Notes from the Director of Music ...

My first 6 weeks at Bridge Street Church have been extremely busy and
productive. | would like to welcome our new members to the choir and am pleased
to say that we have a few people joining us for our expanded Christmas choir. | am
still looking for new ringers to join the Bridge Street Ringers—any time is the right
time to consider giving it a try.

The Advent Season is fast approaching and the musical activities of the
season are revving up. On December 1, 8, 15, (Thursdays) from 12:15-12:45 there
will be free noon recitals of Advent/Christmas music. Audience members are asked
to bring a food item(s) or monetary donations for the Gleaners Food Bank. The first
recital will comprise piano and organ duets played by Joanne McLennan (piano) and
myself at the organ. In the second recital, | will explore more modern transcriptions
of seasonal music by Canadian and American composers for the organ. The final
noon recital will be performed by Lenore Dixon of St. Matthew’s United Church, who
will be premiering some of her original compositions.

On Sunday, December 11 at 7:00 p.m., the music makers of Bridge Street
Church will present an evening of music entitled, “Our Journey Back to Bethlehem.”
This evening will consist of carol singing, handbell ringing, and a beautiful new
cantata entitled, “Lead Me Back to Bethlehem.” Bronze Reflections Handbell Quintet
and Double Bronze Handbell Duo will also be performing. There is no charge for
this concert, but a free-will offering will be received, and refreshments will follow in
the Sills Auditorium.

On Christmas Eve, at both the early and late services, special music will be
provided by soloists and the choir. On Christmas Day, work is currently under way
to try to make a combined choir consisting of the Bridge Street Senior Choir, along
with members of St. Matthew’s United Church and College Hill United Church.

| would like to remind people to get their tickets for the upcoming Czech
Boys Choir concert on Friday, December 2 at 8:00 pm. This should be an amazing
concert in our wonderful sanctuary, helping people prepare their hearts and minds
for the Christmas Season. Tickets are available through the church and will also be
available at the door.

Finally, | would like to wish everyone a blessed Christmas season and great
things for the coming New Year.

Terry Head
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Musical Notes from the Music Committee:

Be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday evening, January 15, as Command
Performance, a choir from Prince Edward County, under the direction of Moira
Forrester, will be presenting a concert at Bridge Street Church at 7:30 p.m. There
will be a free-will offering.

Harvey Tremeer, Chair

Message from the Chair of the Congregational Board:

It is just around the corner - Christmas! - one of my favourite times of the
year, with the decorations, carols, special music and performances, and events
around the church and the community, preparing for celebrations, feasts and family
gatherings, searching for just the right gifts for the significant people in our lives,
remembering those less fortunate with donations to local charities, and taking
advantage of the opportunity to reflect on the Good News of the Christ Child’s birth,
and to make a renewed effort to allow that birth to become a reality in our own
lives. The Congregation of Bridge Street Church has historically been part of all of
the Christmas celebrations in the city, and we are continuing to do that again this
season with special events and worship services, noted elsewhere in this issue, to
which all are warmly welcomed.

In October, we had the pleasure of welcoming Terry Head, Director of Music,
and he has already made his mark in our worship with his unique style of musical
leadership, providing the congregation and the choir with inspiring music that
uplifts us week by week. The choir has grown and is enjoying musical activities,
and the bells are ringing again. Other reports in this issue of the Banner will tell
you the details of our Church’s fine education programs, building projects (of which
there have been several this year) and outreach successes, through our food
programs and the Foundation’s grants.

As my term as chair of your Board ends with the Annual Meeting in January, |
want to thank our staff and clergy for their untiring labours and dedication to this
fine church, to the members of all the Divisions and Committees, who have worked
tirelessly to promote the ministries of our congregation, and to all of you, who
volunteer to help with a variety of projects, large and small. It has been a busy two
years with an all-member visitation, a new Mission Statement, changes in staff, and
planning sessions to make our governance structures and some of our practices
more “user friendly”, as we grow and move into another decade. The willingness of
many to assist in the tasks that have been necessary has been gratefully received
and just proves again how wonderful our congregation is, and how faithful many of
you are in doing what is necessary, often quietly and with no fanfare or expected
recognition. It has been a privilege to serve as your Chair, and | thank all of you for
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being “Bridge Street Church - the Church with the Heart in the Heart of the City”,
and my wish is that we will continue to be a warm and welcoming congregation to
all who enter our doors.

I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and many blessings, much peace and
happiness and contentment in the New Year.

May God bless us, every one, as we do our part to carry out the work of the
Kingdom, together, from this sacred place.

Judy McKnight

Children’s Centre - Sunday Morning:

Y

(N

Advent: “The arrival of something important or awaited.”

As we begin this season of Advent, we look forward to some fun and informative
times each Sunday, as we await the birth of the Christ child.

Sunday, November 27 -

We start our Advent preparations in our morning session. Everyone is invited to
join in our Tree Trimming Celebration at 3 p.m. (See more information in display
notice.)

Sunday, December 11 -

We will be participating in our annual White Gift Service.

Please bring non-perishable food items, wrapped in white, which can be used by our
B.S.C Outreach Meal Programs. Monetary gifts will be given to the Christmas
Sharing program of Belleville.

Sunday, December 18 is our Congregational Christmas Party.

Sunday, December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY - Children will remain in Church for a
family service. Bring your favourite present with you.



Sunday, January 1 -

A Joint Service with St. Matthew’s and College Hill United Churches will be held
offsite. Everyone is encouraged to attend.

Sunday, January 8
Epiphany Sunday - join us for hot dogs and Christmas sweets, as we celebrate the
beginning of the winter session in the Sunday morning program.

Sharon Smith, Children’s Centre Coordinator

N N N N N 0 0 N N N D D I N D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D 0 I D D D D D D I I D D D D D I I D D D D D I I D D D D N N N

B.S.C. CHRISTMAS ADVENT-URES 2011

= "The Magical Day of Gifts" 7AES
Saturday, December, 10™, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
All Children, 4 to 12 years, are welcomel!
To register a child, please contact the Church office as soon as possible.

Phone: 613-962-9178 e-mail info@bridgestchurch.com

Your continued support of this day is needed, as a volunteer,
by providing baking, and, most of all, with your prayers.
If you have any questions or wish to volunteer, please speak to me,

or e-mail me at sharon.smith@bridgestchurch.com



mailto:info@bridgestchurch.com
mailto:sharon.smith@bridgestchurch.com
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Ministry & Personnel Committee Report.

As 2011 draws to a close and we enter this blessed Advent Season, the
Ministry and Personnel Committee has reflected on all that the past year has held.
M & P expresses appreciation to the Search Committee for all of the hard work that
brought Terry Head to Bridge Street, as of the beginning of October, as our new
Director of Music. Terry will continue the Church's rich legacy of music. While
music appeared to be the primary focus of our endeavors, quietly and efficiently the
rest of our staff, with the support of countless volunteers, continued to carry out all
of the tasks that support our Church's ministry to Belleville and beyond. We offer
thanks to: Carol Leslie, Bridge Street's Administrative Assistant, for all of her work
in keeping the Church organized and moving forward; Sharon Smith for her
diligence in supporting the Church's children through the Sunday school and the
highly successful camps; Rob Woodall for keeping the Church clean and set-up for
events, even while the new elevator was being installed, roofs were being repaired
and the building’s structure was being examined and fixed; and Terry Head for
coming to Bridge Street and continuing the Church’s rich legacy of music. Finally
M & P wishes to thank Reverend Dr. Bill Smith and Reverend Vicki Fulcher for their
compassion, guidance, and countless hours of work, as they minister to the Church
family and to the community beyond. The Bridge Street Church staff is to be
commended for all that it does, with the best of intentions, to make our lives better.

M & P continues to meet on the second Thursday of every month at 9:30 a.m.
and welcomes staff and any members of the congregation who wish to share issues
related to the staff with us.

The Ministry and Personnel Committee wishes, to all members of the
congregation and staff, a wonderful Christmas, and blessings for 2012.

Doug Miles, Chair
Ministry & Personnel Committee

United Church Women (UCW) News:

On behalf of the UCW, | would like to extend our sincere thanks to everyone
who helped at the Christmas Bazaar and for your generous donations and support
for this UCW fundraiser.

All women of the congregation are invited to our UCW Christmas Meeting,
which will be held on Thursday, December 1 at 2:00 p.m. in the Sills Auditorium.
Terry Head and Joanne McLennan will be our guest musicians. Please join us for a
Christmas message, seasonal music, the dedication of our stockings, and an
afternoon of fellowship. Refreshments will be served.

Please continue to collect the following items for the UCW Presbyterial: used
eye glasses, stamps, Campbell soup labels, pop can tabs, printer cartridges and
Canadian Tire money, which may be left on the small table adjacent to the double
doors nearest the Parlour.
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In the New Year, our first meeting will be held on Thursday, January 5, 2012
at the Buffet Garden Restaurant at 12 noon. The UCW General Meeting will be held
in the Sills Auditorium on Thursday, February 2, 2012 beginning at noon with a
potluck luncheon, followed by the business meeting.

I would like to sincerely thank the UCW Executive, the church staff and
everyone for your continued support. It is very much appreciated.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Karen Rivett, President

News from the Worship and Membership Division:

On this bright, sunny day in November, it is difficult to remember that
Christmas is only five weeks away. That said, as soon as you enter Bridge Street
Church, you are aware that the Christmas season is upon us. The decorating of the
sanctuary will take a slightly different form this year thanks to Olav Foster, Marialice
and Ted Fielding. Those who would like to take part should watch the Sunday
Bulletin for the date and time.

Officially, the season begins with our Advent Communion services on
November 27. Once again, there will be two services; the first in our Davis Chapel
at 9:00 a.m. (enter through the main sanctuary doors, and, if needed, take our new
“Lift” down one floor to the Chapel); and the second service will be held in the
Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. These two services are quite different in format, but each
has its own appeal. Please join us.

The Czech Boys Choir will herald in the season with a special concert on
Friday, December 2, and tickets are now available through the office. On December
11, our White Gift Service will be held at 10:30 a.m., and our special Christmas
musical presentation - cantata and bells - will begin at 7:00 p.m. Director of Music,
Terry Head, is also planning a series of noon hour recitals in December. These will
take place on Thursdays, Dec. 1, 8 and 15, from 12:15 to 12:45. At this time,
donations of canned goods and money will be received for the Gleaners Food Bank.

Our Christmas poinsettia delivery will, once again, be under the care and
supervision of June Scarlett. Volunteers will deliver these flowers on Wednesday,
December 14 to members and adherents of our church family who are unable to
attend worship services and activities here at the church. Anyone wishing to help
with this activity should contact June (613-962-5840) or the office for details.

Our Christmas Eve services will be held at 7:00 p.m. for the younger folk and
their families, and at 10:30 p.m. As Christmas is celebrated on Sunday this year, it
has been agreed to hold joint services with St. Matthew’s and College Hill United
Churches. The service on Christmas Day will be here at Bridge St., and the New
Year’s Day service will be held either at St. Matthew’s or College Hill. Watch our
weekly bulletins or “Worship With Us” ad in the Intelligencer for more details.

May the peace and joy of Christmas be with you throughout 2012.

Jean Dalziel, Chair
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Education, Communication & Outreach News:

The Education, Communication & Outreach Division has been busy planning
activites for this season of Advent. The first is an intergenerational “Trimming the
Tree” event, scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 27, 3 p.m., which we invite everyone to
attend. (See display notice for more information). In its sixth consecutive year, we
are indebted to Sharon Smith for coordinating another “Christmas Advent-ures”
activity day for children 4 to 12 (Sat., Dec. 10 - see display notice for registration
details), which serves as an important “Christian education” and “outreach” tool for
BSC, as normally over 80 children attend this event. Our Congregational Christmas
Party will be held on Sunday, December 18 following Worship, and everyone is
invited to enjoy a light lunch, sing some Christmas carols and the opportunity to
extend Christmas greetings to all who attend.

Sue Catherwood, one of the coordinators of our Inn from the Cold Outreach
Meal Program is currently recruiting volunteers for this six-week program, which will
provide hot meals each and every night from Jan. 16 through to Feb. 26. If you are
interested in helping, either during the day or in the evening, contact the church
office or e-mail Sue at scatherwood@emulogix.com.

As we move into the new year, we invite you to visit our church website
www.bridgestreetchurch.com for weekly updates of current events, as well as the
opportunity to view Dr. Smith’s sermons, which are posted weekly.

Merry Christmas to All.

Cheryl Bough, Chair

A Word from the Property & Finance Division ...

This is the time of year when P & F begins to make plans for the following
year. We are busy making our lists and checking them twice! We are putting
together our maintenance schedule of items that need improvement or repair.
Generally the list exceeds our budget, especially so these last few years when we are
all experiencing budget constraints. There always seems to be so much more that
needs to be done than there is time or funding. It's also a time to look back at what
we have accomplished this past year - replacement of the flat roof over the
Christian Education/Gym wing, repairs to the slate roof after a wind storm,
maintenance of the front stone steps, interior and exterior painting, the installation
of our new “Barrier Free Personal Lift”, to name a few.

From all of us on the P & F Division, we wish you the very best this Christmas
season.

Les Sykes, Chair


http://www.bridgestreetchurch.com/
mailto:scatherwood@emulogix.com
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Treasurer’s Input ...

Recently, Rev. Bill Smith gave an excellent Sunday message on Stewardship,
and this was followed up with comments to the congregation from Rick McKee, our
Stewardship Division Chair. The following comments are from your Treasurer.

We are pleased to report an improvement in the financial position since the
publication of the Thanksgiving Banner. At that time, we reported an Operating
Deficit of $25,300 and an Overall Deficit of $30,400 after a shortfall in funding for
the roof repair. As of October 31, the Operating Deficit has decreased to $15,900
resulting from your support and an increase in the investment income through the
Board of Trustees. However, there remains a deficit that hopefully will decrease to a
balanced budget position at December 31. The offerings to October 31 of
$210,500 are $8,700 lower than the same period in 2010. On the assumption that
the offerings will be the same as last year, we are optimistic that we will reach a
balance position, as congregational financial support usually increases in the last
two months of the year. Also, your Congregational Board has been scrupulous in its
expenditures, as no funds have been spent unless absolutely necessary.

The Barrier Free Lift is now operational. The overall cost of engineering
support, the actual lift, and the installation, totaling $115,500, has been financed
through a generous gift from the Parrott Foundation.

Below is a capsule summary of the 2010 revised budget and actual financial
report to October 31:

10 Months

to October
Revenue
Church Offerings $210,500
Mission and Service Offerings 23,300
UCW Contribution to M & S 3,000
UCW Contributions to General Fund 4,000
Investment Income Through Board of Trustees 23,200
Foundation Grants for Outreach (See Note Below re Roof Repair) 7,900
Other Revenue Including HST Rebates 31,900
Total $303,800
Expenditures
Staff Salaries and Benefits $194,600
Property and Maintenance 46,900
Program Related Expenditures 24,500
Administrative and Presbytery Dues 26,000
Mission and Service Transfer 27,700
Total $319,700
Operating Deficit $ 15,900
Deficit from Roof Project:
Cost of Roof Repair Over Auditorium $ 68,900
Less: Received from Foundation 64,000

Deficit $ 4,900
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Cost of Barrier Free Lift Project: $115,500

Less: Funds Received from Parrott Foundation 115,000
$ 0
Overall Deficit to October 31 $ 20,800

In addition to the improved congregational financial support, we wish to
express our appreciation to the Bridge Street United Church Women, as they have
contributed $4,000 to the Operating Fund, as well as $3,000 for the Mission and
Service Fund of the United Church. The Church has received a bequest of $10,000
from an anonymous donor. These funds have been deposited through the Board of
Trustees. There have been preliminary discussions that the funds will be applied to
a specific longer term identifiable project

As we move forward in the next 1% months, we thank you for your financial
support through the regular Sunday offerings, PAR and the upcoming Christmas
season Thank Offering envelopes, which are enclosed with this Banner.

Gerry Haller

FYI -

*  “White Gift’ and “Christmas” Thank Offering Envelopes have been included
with this Banner. Offerings received by way of the “Christmas” Thank Offering
envelopes are allocated to the operating expenses of the church. Your
Congregational Board has approved that “White Gift” donations will again be
distributed to the Christmas Sharing program, the hampers of which we, as a
church family, deliver. Thank you, once again, to Sandy Cairns and Dave Little
for coordinating this form of BSC outreach, and to our volunteer phoners and
drivers. This year’s deliveries will take place on the morning of Tues., Dec. 20.
If you are able to help, please call Sandy at 613-967-2466.

e« Did you know that funds received from the Bridge Street United Church
Foundation are not used to support the daily operating needs of the church, but
are used for capital projects to maintain the historic integrity of our church
building?

 Our 2011 Annual Meeting, as well as the Annual Meeting for the Bridge St.
Foundation, will take place on Sunday, January 29, following our Worship Service
and a light lunch. Did you know that every member of Bridge Street Church is a
member of the Bridge St. United Church Foundation?

 The Wednesday, 8 to 9 a.m., Bible Study Group will not meet on Dec. 21 or 28,
but will resume its 2012 season on January 4. We welcome others to join us for
a light breakfast while studying the scripture, which will be the theme for the
following Sunday’s service.
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Our “Greeter” Schedule for January to June 2012 ... is currently being
formulated. If you would like to help in this form of stewardship, please call
Isabelle Hughes, 613-966-6581 or the church office. Also, if you are presently a
greeter, but would like your name removed from this schedule, please call
Isabelle asap.

2012 Offering Envelopes ... will soon be available for pick up at the back of the
church. If you do not currently have offering envelopes, but would like a set for
2012, please inform the church office. Similarly, if you currently use church
envelopes, but wish to change to PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance), please
contact the office.

The following members/adherents of our church family have passed away since
our last Banner publication: Ray Gunsolus; Marg Twiddy. Please remember the
families of these loved ones in your church family prayers.

MISSION STATEMENT OF BRIDGE STREET CHURCH
Bridge Street United Church, a congregation rich in history and tradition,

is a Christian family that actively commits to welcoming all persons, to living

the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, music, education, outreach and

stewardship, and to demonstrating the love of God, the Creator, within the
congregation, the community, and the world, as the Spirit leads us.

--- MERRY CHRISTMAS ---

BRIDGE STREET UNITED CHURCH, 60 BRIDGE STREET EAST, BELLEVILLE, ON K8N 1L7

Phone: 613-962-9178 Visit website for current events: www.bridgestreetchurch.com

e-mail:info@bridgestchurch.com
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