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Exodus 17: 1-7 | Philippians 2: 1-13 | Matthew 21: 23-32
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VU #664 — What a Friend We Have in Jesus

1 What a friend we have in Jesus,

all our sins and griefs to bear!

What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!

O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,

all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer.


https://youtu.be/e7nFVWNYY0g

2 Have we trials and temptations?

Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful,
who will all our sorrows share?

Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer.

3 Are we weak and heavy laden,

cumbered with a load of care?

Christ the Saviour is our refuge;
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do our friends despise, forsake us?
Are we tempted to despair?

Jesus’ strength will shield our weakness,
and we’ll find new courage there.

Words: Joseph Medlicott Scriven ca 1855 Music: Charles Crozat Converse 1868 | CCLI License #1297940

OPENING PRAYER

Good and gracious God, here and now.

HERE AND NOW... MAY THE FAITHFUL FIND SALVATION
AND THE SEEKERS BE INFORMED.

Here and now... may the doubting find courage and
the anxious be calmed.

HERE AND NOW... MAY THE LOST FIND DIRECTION
AND THE FOUND BE ENLIGHTENED.

Here and now... may the weary find rest
and the strong be engaged.

HERE AND NOW... MAY THE OLDER FIND COMFORT
AND THE YOUNGER BE INSPIRED.

Here and now... we ask all this, as those following the Way of
Jesus, ever hopeful of finding abundant life.

HEAR AND NOW... TO GOD BE THE GLORY,
AND CHRIST JESUS, OUR PRAISE. AMEN.
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VU #341 - Fairest Lord Jesus

1 Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,
O thou of God to earth come down:
thee will I cherish, thee will I honour,
thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.

2 Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,
robed in the blooming garb of spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
who makes the troubled heart to sing.

3 Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,
and fair the twinkling, starry host;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
than all the angels heaven can boast.

4 All fairest beauty heavenly and earthly,
wondrously, Jesus, is found in thee;
none can be nearer, fairer or dearer
than thou, my Saviour, art to me.

Words: from the German 1677; trans. Church Chorals and Choir Studies 1850, alt.
Music: Silesian folk melody in Schlesische Volkslieder 1842
CCLI License #1297940

Concluding Prayer

In this time of COVID-19, we pray:

When we aren't sure, God,
help us be calm;
when information comes
from all sides, correct and not,
help us to discern;
when fear makes it hard to breathe,
and anxiety seems to be the order of the day,
slow us down, God;
help us to reach out with our hearts,
when we can't touch with our hands;
help us to be socially connected,
when we have to be socially distant;



help us to love as perfectly as we can,
knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear."

For the doctors, we pray,
for the nurses, we pray,
for the technicians and the janitors and the
aides and the caregivers, we pray,
for the researchers and theorists,
the epidemiologists and investigators,
for those who are sick,
and those who are grieving, we pray,
for all who are affected,
all around the world...
we pray
for safety,
for health,
for wholeness.
May we feed the hungry,
give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked and house those without homes;
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,
and may we do all that we can to heal
the sick—
in spite of the epidemic,
in spite of the fear.

Help us, O God,
that we might help each other.

In the love of the Creator,
in the name of the Healer,
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all,
we pray.

May it be so. Amen.

The Very Reverend Dr. Richard Bott
Moderator of The United Church of Canada
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VU #639 - One More Step Along the World I Go

1

One more step along the world I go,
one more step along the world I go,
from the old things to the new,

keep me travelling along with you:

Refrain
And it's from the old I travel to the new;
keep me travelling along with you.

Round the corner of the world I turn,

more and more about the world I learn;
all the new things that I see

you’ll be looking at along with me: R

As I travel through the bad and good,

keep me travelling the way I should;
where I see no way to go

you’ll be telling me the way, I know: R

Give me courage when the world is rough,

keep me loving though the world is tough,
leap and sing in all I do,

keep me travelling along with you: R

You are older than the world can be,

you are younger than the life in me,
ever old and ever new,

keep me travelling along with you: R

Words: Sydney Carter 1971. Music: Sydney Carter 1971
Words and music copyright © 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd. Used by permission of Hope Publishing Company.
CCLI License #1297940
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